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EDITORIAL. 

The  library  interests  of  our  State  owe  much  to  Dr.  John  Thomson, 
librarian  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  1892-1916.  He  included 
in  his  sympathies  not  only  the  situation  in  that  city  but  in  the  State 
as  well.  Almost  as  soon  as  he  became  librarian  of  the  Free  Library  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Club  was  formed  with  the  idea  of  bringing  to- 
gether the  librarians  of  the  State.  Libraries  were  too  few  in  those 
days,  however,  for  this  move  to  he  successful  and  it  gradually  narrowed 
to  the  limits  of  Philadelphia. 

In  1898  Dr.  Thomson  took  the  lead  in  drawing  up  the  law  which 
was  enacted  in  1899  providing  for  a free  Library  Commission.  Ap- 
pointed to  this  Commission  in  1899  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  re- 
tained that  position  until  January,  1914,  when  he  was  made  chairman. 
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In  the  early  days  of  the  Commission  work,  before  provision  was  made 
by  the  le^slatiire  for  its  support,  Dr.  Thomson  placed  the  facilities  of 
the  Free  Library  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission  and  the  first  trav- 
eling? libraries  were  sent  out  from  there. 

Conditions  in  the  State  had  so  changed  by  1901  as  to  make  it  possi- 
ble to  organize  the  libraries  and  Dr.  Thomson  took  part  with  others  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Keystone  State  Library  Association,  which 
has  had  so  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  work  here. 

KLsewhere  we  reprint  from  the  Library  Journal  an  appreciation  of 
Dr.  Thomson  by  one  who  was  a close  associate  in  the  work  he  did  in 
Philadelphia.  We  want  to  add  these  few  words  of  i*egard  for  his 
State-wide  library  interests. 


Wonld  it  not  be  possible  for  the  leaders  in  the  Keystone  State  Li- 
brary Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Club  to  get  together 
and  rearrange  the  names  of  the  two  organizations.  There  was  a time 
when  the  latter  had  a State-wide  membership  and  was  the  only  library 
organization.  Owing  to  circnmstances  its  field  gradually  narrowed 
luitil  if  included  only  Philadelphia  and  vicinity.  That  city  is  large 
enough  to  maintain  a local  clnb  but  it  would  be  better  if  the  name  in- 
dicated its  purpose  and  differentiated  it  from  the  State  Association. 
We  believe  it  would  be  a good  move  to  make  this  change. 

KEYSTONE  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Library  Association  will  be  held  at 
Galen  Hall,  Wernersville,  on  Oct.  12,  13,  14,  1916. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  anjthing  about  the  attractions  of  the 
])lace  or  the  hotel.  Situated  on  the  south  side  of  South  Mountain  and 
surrounded  by  woods,  the  location  is  as  beaiitifuPas  one  can  imagine. 
Sitting  on  the  i)orch  of  the  hotel  one  has  spread  out  at  his  feet  the  floor 
of  the  valley  as  far  as  Ephrata.  The  walks  along  the  mountain  side, 
the  views,  the  golf  links,  the  tennis  courts,  the  fresh  air,  the  hotel, — 
all  combine  to  make  an  attraction  which  will  be  hard  to  resist. 

Of  coiirse,  there  will  be  meetings,  too.  It  is  too  bad  that  this  must 
be,  but  the  E.xecutive  Committee  have  felt  it  necessaiy  to  make  this 
concession  to  popular  opinion  and  we  will  have  to  submit  However, 
they  have  promised  to  arrange  a program  which  will  be  as  attractive  as 
the  other  things  and  we  hope  they  will  succeed.  If  they  do,  the  meet- 
ing will  be  worth  attending  for  itself.  It  is  rumored  that  the  presi- 
dent has  some  surprises  up  his  sleeve.  At  any  rate  the  Association 
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may  look  forward  to  a delightful  time  and  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of 
the  committee  if  it  is  not  profitable  as  well. 

The  hotel  gives  the  following  rates : 

Single  rooms  (one  person)  wdthout  bath,  $3.50  per  day. 

Single  rooms  (one  person)  with  bath,  $5.00  per  day. 

Double  rooms  (two  persons,  two  beds)  with  bath,  $5.00  per  day  each. 
Two  “double”  rooms  (“four  persons”)  with  bath  between,  $1.00 
per  day  each. 


SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

The  sixth  session  of  the  Summer  School  for  Library  Workers  will 
be  held  at  State  College,  June  26th  to  Aug.  4th,  inclusive.  The  course 
will  be  the  same  as  heretofore,  and  the  faculty  will  be  the  same.  Mrs. 
Rhoads,  who  gave  such  inspiring  lectures  last  year,  will  be  there  again, 
and  Mr.  Bailey,  chairman  of  the  A.  L.  A.  committee  on  bookbinding, 
will  talk  on  the  binding  of  books. 

The  prospects  are  that  there  will  be  a large  attendance  and  we  hope 
more  of  the  librarians  and  assistants  will  decide  to  attend.  This 
course  will  not  take  the  place  of  a regular  library  school,  but  it  will  be 
of  great  help  to  those  who  are  not  able  to  take  the  longer  course.  Even 
one  who  has  been  at  work  for  a long  time  will  benefit  because  she  will 
have  her  knowledge  systematized  and  arranged  so  she  can  make  bet- 
ter use  of  it. 

Library  trustees  will  find  it  a paying  proposition  to  send  their  li- 
brarians to  the  school.  Those  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity in  the  past  are  well  satisfied  with  the  result. 


A MATTER  OF  REVENUE. 

This  is  a good  time  for  those  libraries  which  raise  money  by  volun- 
teer work  of  various  kinds  to  keep  their  eyes  on  waste  paper  This  is 
bringing  a very  high  price,  now,  and  if  handled  properly  will  bring 
good  returns.  The  Bardeen  Paper  Co.,  Roxine,  Mich.,  has  bought 
from  one  of  our  libraries  and  there  are  probably  others. 

The  Beehive  Bindery  Co.,  45  Exchange  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  will 
buy  old  magazines  and  pay  good  prices  for  them. 

It  would  pay  libraries  to  look  these  things  up.  Paper  should  be  se- 
curely tied  in  bales  so  it  can  be  handled  readily.  Magazines  should 
be  separated  from  newspapers  and  sold  by  themselves  as  better  prices 
can  be  secured  for  them. 
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JOHN  THOMSON.* 

John  Thomson,  for  twety-four  years  librarian  of  the  Free  Library 
of  Philadelphia,  has  passed  away,  and  with  him  has  departed  another 
of  the  splendidly  equipped  men  of  books  who  are  seldom  found  in  the 
later  generations.  Librarian,  actor,  musician,  and  even  prestidigitator, 
he  brought  a marvelous  versatility  into  his  labors  for  the  building  up 
of  one  of  the  most  popular  educational  institutions  of  this  time. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  a self-taught  man.  Although  he  had  but  the  be- 
ginnings of  an  education  in  a London  Latin  school,  he  deciphered  the 
most  difficult  text  or  elucidated  the  dimmest  of  manuscripts  with  com- 
parative ease.  His  first  work  in  America  was  in  connection  with  the 
library  of  Mr.  Clarence  II.  Clark,  of  Philadelphia,  and  those  who  are 
familiar  with  Mr.  Thomson’s  catalog  of  that  collection  will  think  of  it 
as  the  most  important  production  from  his  pen.  Ilis  work  in  the  li- 
brary of  Jay  Gould  was  not  so  interesting  on  account  of  the  restric- 
tions as  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  catalog. 

The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  was  chartered  in  1891,  but  it  did 
not  open  its  doors  to  the  public  until  1894,  when  three  rooms  in  the 
City  Hall  were  awarded  to  it.  In  the  meantime,  a series  of  branch 
libraries  had  been  built  up  under  the  supervision  of  a committee  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  these  two  institutions  were  ultimately  joined 
in  one  system.  Mr.  Thomson,  therefore,  began  his  active  work  in  1894, 
and  for  about  ten  years  thereafter  the  writer  saw  and  consulted  with 
him  nearly  everv"  day  in  the  year.  Indomitable  in  industry  he  would 
work  from  early  morning  until  half  past  six  at  his  desk,  and  then, 
after  a hasty  lunch,  travel  to  some  suburban  library  or  institute  to 
lecture  upon  one  of  the  many  topics  in  which  he  was  intere.sted,  or  to 
take  part  in  some  local  function,  more  or  less  in  line  with  the  library 
work.  Although  a man  of  firm  convictions  on  very  many  points,  Mr. 
Thomson  w'as  alwa.ys  willing  to  listen  and  to  profit  by  the  advice  of  his 
friends.  In  fact  he  was  more  than  remarkable  in  this  respect. 

It  was  largely  owing  to  his  efforts  that  l\Ir.  Widener  presented  to  the 
institution  the  wonderful  collection  of  incunabula  which  is  now  in  the 
Widener  branch,  and  he  conducted  alone  the  negotiations  with  Mr. 
Carnegie  which  led  to  the  presentation  of  the  $1,500,000  for  the  branch 
libraries.  While  he  delivered  many  lectures  and  wrote  a number  of 
treatises  he  will  always  be  best  remembered  by  the  marvelous  breadth 
of  his  conversations  wdth  his  friends. 

He  was  an  organist  of  no  mean  ability.  Thoroughly  familiar  with 

*Library  Journal,  April,  1916. 
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the  church  music  of  all  time,  he  delighted  in  Mrs.  Thomson’s  enthusi- 
asm in  hymnology.  He  would  tell  with  the  greatest  pride  of  her  hav- 
ing composed  more  hymns  in  the  present  Hymnal  than  any  other  liv- 
ing writer.  He  was  thoroughly  versed  in  the  ceremonial  of  the  Church, 
and  could  not  only  give  you  the  reasons  therefore,  but  would  de- 
scribe the  difference  between  it  and  the  ceremonials  of  other  churches. 

He  was  associated  with  Dr.  William  Pepper  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Philobiblion  Clnb,  and  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  the  success  which 
attended  its  development. 

He  had  hosts  of  friends  in  the  Franklin  Inn  and  the  Art  Club.  He 
received  honorary  degrees  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ursinus  College — tributes  which  gave  him  the  greatest  satisfaction. 
He  will  be  missed  by  his  friends  for  what  he  was,  and  by  a large  con- 
stituency in  the  city  of  his  adoption  for  the  many  kind  acts  he  took 
jdeasure  in  doing. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Thomas  Lynch  Montgomery. 


FIELD  NOTES. 

Allentown. — The  Free  Library  took  part  in  the  National  Baby 
Week  propaganda  by  distributing  a “Better  Babies”  marker  in  the 
library  at  the  Baby  Exhibit,  and  in  every  package  sold  in  the  Infant 
Department  of  the  two  largest  stores. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  this,  to  distribute  with  the  marker  some 
graded  reading  lists. 

An  Art  Exhibit  was  also  held  in  the  library  the  last  week  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Ambridge. — The  Public  Library  has  been  moved  into  much  larger 
and  more  comfortable  quarters,  and  Matilda  Lowery  put  in  charge. 
An  adjoining  room  is  used  by  the  clubs  affiliated  with  the  library. 

Beaver. — The  charging  system  of  the  Public  Library  has  been 
changed  to  the  Newark  and  the  librarian  has  begun  the  task  of  shelf 
listing  and  cataloguing. 

Berwicji. — Berwick  is  talking  a public  library  and  planning  for  a 
start.  Councils  have  given  rooms  in  the  Mmiicipal  Building  with  heat, 
light  and  janitor  service  and  a Library  Association  is  raising  the  nec- 
essary funds. 

Berwyn.~Miss  Lillian  Burns,,  librarian  of  the  Free  Library  for 
several  years,  has  resigned  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Frye  is  the  new  librarian. 
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Black  Lick. — The  Civic  Club  has  been  given  the  use  of  a room  on  the 
second  floor  of  an  office  building  in  the  center  of  the  town.  They  have 
secured  furniture,  about  100  volumes  of  their  own,  a traveling  library 
and  some  magazines  as  the  beginning  of  a public  library. 

Blairsville. — The  new  Civic  League  raised  $295,  which  they  gave  to 
the  library. 

Braddock. — The  Carnegie  Libraiy  has  issued,  in  pamphlet  form,  an 
outline  of  the  instniction  they  give  to  their  high  school  pupils.  l\Ir. 
.Lamb  has  kindly  offered  to  send  a copy  to  any  librarian  wishing  it. 

Butler. — The  Public  Library  was  made  entirely  free  in  February 
and  there  is  talk  of  a new  building. 

Carlisle. — The  Rosier  Memorial  Library  received  a legacy  of  $5,000 
and  some  real  estate  from  the  late  i\Irs.  Rosier. 

Chamhershurg. — A gift  of  $20,000  was  left  by  Mrs.  Coyle  for  a free 
library  for  the  town,  providing  the  Fortnightly  Club  give  as  a basis  tlie 
library  they  now  have,  and  that  councils  give  at  least  $1,000  per  year 
support. 

Cherry  Tree. — A parcel  post  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  Free  Library 
book  fund  netted  $22.00. 

Chester. — IVIiss  A.  Vira  IMullineaux  is  now  librarian  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary. A substantial  addition  was  made  to  the  building  during  the 
summer,  making  a special  children’s  room  possible. 

Chester. — Miss  Mary  Jones  resigned  her  position  as  librarian  of 
the  West  End  Library  to  ,ioin  the  library  staff  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  Miss  Myrtle  C.  Lehman  is  the  new  librarian. 

Coudersport. — Miss  Chloe  Ilaughenberry  has  taken  a year’s  leave 
of  absence  to  finish  her  library  course  at  Simmons  College.  Mary  Z. 
Fizzel  is  acting  librarian. 

Klkland. — IMiss  Cornelius  has  taken  full  charge  of  the  Elkland  Piib- 
lic  Library. 

During  the  month  of  IVfarch  the  books  were  called  in  and  the  library 
was  classified,  accessioned  and  a shelf  list  made. 

Caleton. — A recent  fire  destroyed  a part  of  the  business  section  of 
the  town,  but  fortunately  did  not  reach  the  library  As  a result,  there 
are  prospects  of  a new  nuuucipal  building  which  will  contain  a good 
library  room  on  the  first  floor. 

Grove  City. — Mary  E.  Dunbar,  Simmons,  ’13,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Library.  Mrs.  Henderson,  who  has  been 
librarian  for  some  time  had  to  resign  because  of  ill  health. 
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Hanover. — The  Public  Library  received  a legacy  of  $6,000  from 
Miss  Emily  Young,  who  had  always  been  its  staunch  friend.  A chil- 
dren ’s  room  has  been  opened  on  the  second  door. 

Hazleton. — The  new  children’s  room  has  been  beautifully  finished 
and  furnished  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  John  Markle,  who  gave 
the  Public  Library  building  several  years  ago. 

Homestead. — Miss  Lillian  Ransey,  children’s  librarian  of  the  Car- 
negie Library,  has  been  married  and  Carolyn  D.  Stevens,  Carnegie 
Training  School,  1915,  is  the  new  appointee.  Another  addition  to  the 
staff  is  that  of  Katherine  S.  Hunt,  cataloguer,  from  the  Free  Library, 
Philadelphia. 

Kutztoivn. — Miss  Harriet  King  Avery  is  in  charge  of  the  n*ew  library 
at  the  Kutztown  State  Normal  School. 

Lock  Haven. — The  Ross  Library  has  outgrown  their  present  rooms 
and  are  planning  to  build  an  addition  this  spring. 

IMrs.  Clapp,  of  the  Normal  School  Library,  has  accepted  a position 
in  the  Public  Library  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Mauch  CJmnk. — The  Civic  Club  had  December  2d  as  “library  day,” 
vdien  the  program  was  given  up  to  two  talks  on  the  possibilities  of  the 
library’s  work  in  the  town. 

Mercer. — On  March  16th  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Civic  League 
held  a dinner  at  which  a Library  Association  was  formed  and  trustees 
elected.  About  90  people  were  present  and  a representative  from  the 
Commission  spoke. 

Midland. — The  new  Carnegie  building  is  about  finished  and  the  li- 
brary will  probably  be  organized  in  the  spring. 

Montgomery . — The  Montgomery  Library  now  has  two  rooms  over  a 
store,  in  the  central  part  of  the  town ; the  front  room  contains  the  book 
shelves  and  the  second  room  is  used  for  reading  and  reference.  Mrs. 
Levi  Horn  is  librarian. 

Montrose. — Miss  Jessie  Wilson,  who  has  been  acting  librarian  of 
the  Free  Library  for  the  last  year,  returned  to  the  Scranton  Public 
Library  on  December  1st,  and  Miss  IMildred  Bray,  of  Vineland,  New 
Jersey,  is  the  new  librarian. 

Mt.  Holly. — The  Amelia  S.  Given  Library  was  generously  remem- 
bered in  the  donor’s  will  by  a bequest  of  $20,000  for  an  endowment 
fund. 

New  Britain. — The  Literary  Society  Libraiy  in  the  society’s  hall 
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has  been  organized  and  opened  as  a Free  Library.  There  are  about 
600  volumes  and  a committee  of  women  has  charge  of  it. 

Newport. — The  Newport  Public  Library  was  formally  opened  at  a 
public  meeting  on  October  23d.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  Civic  Club  and 
housed  in  a very  attractive  room  in  the  school  building. 

North  East. — The  beautiful  new  McCord  building  has  been  com- 
pleted and  the  library  moved  in.  The  Woman’s  Club  celebrated  No- 
vember 2d  as  “library  day”  with  an  open  meeting  and  a special 
speaker,  and  later  raised  $5-10  for  books  for  the  library. 

Parkestnirg. — A Public  Library  has  been  organized  by  the  Civic 
Club.  It  is  housed  in  the  club  rooms,  and  a committee  from  the  club 
expect  to  act  as  librarians  for  a time. 

Pennshurg. — Miss  P.  Preida  Kriebel  has  been  appointed  librarian 
of  the  Carnegie  Library  in  the  place  of  l\Irs.  Arnold,  who  resigned 
last  June. 

Phoenixville. — A Pound  Table  meeting  was  held  in  the  Public  Li- 
brary on  November  17th.  Twenty -two  libraries  were  represented  by 
twenty-five  persons. 

Poitsville. — The  Public  Library  is  trying  to  meet  the  requirements 
so  they  may  have  a $45,000  Carnegie  building.  The  site  has  been  se- 
cured. 

St.  Mary’s. — At  an  enthusiastic  public  meeting,  held  on  October 
26th  a library  association  wa.s  fonned  to  take  over  the  management 
and  support  of  the  Free  Public  Library  started  tlu-ee  years  before  by 
the  Woman’s  Club. 

St.  Petersburg. — The  library  has  been  moved  into  more  convenient 
quarters  classified,  accessioned  and  shelf  listed.  A group  of  men 
guaranteed  the  i-ent  for  a year  and  some  of  the  women  act  as  librarian. 
A back  room  has  been  made  into  a good  basket  ball  floor  and  the  game 
is  very  popular. 

Seuhckley. — The  Public  Library  is  to  have  a new  $50,000  building, 
the  gift  of  William  L.  Clauss,  in  memorj'  of  his  wife.  La.st  spring  the 
library  had  Miss  Alice  Goddard,  an  experienced  children’s  librarian, 
come  for  three  months  to  reorganize  the  children’s  work. 

Slippery  Pock. — IMiss  klabel  P.  McCarnes,  of  the  Normal  School  Li- 
brary, is  studying  in  the  Simmons  College  Library  School  this  year. 

Tidioute. — The  Woman’s  Club  is  planning  for  a library.  An  open 
meeting  was  held  on  November  3d  and  plans  made  for  a campaign  to 
arouse  public  sentiment  and  raise  money. 
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Troy. — The  library  raised  $107.70  through  a “mile  of  pennies.” 

Ulysses. — March  6,  1916,  was  a day  to  be  remembered  in  Ulysses 
when  the  temporary  quarters  for  the  Willis  Irving  Lewis  Librarj^  were 
opened  to  the  public.  One  thousand  six  hundred  books — only  a quar- 
ter of  which  were  purchased — all  accessioned,  classified  and  cata- 
logued, show  the  enterprise  of  Ulysses  and  its  citizens. 

The  money  has  been  raised  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library  in 
various  ways  through  subscriptions  and  membership  fees.  A minstrel 
show  netted  about  $375,  and  a carload  of  paper  $150. 

The  library  is  free  to  citizens  of  Ulysses  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. It  is  open  Wednesday  from  two  to  five  and  seven  to  nine.  Miss 
Nellie  Eaton  is  librarian.’ 

Wallingford. — The  new  Furness  Library  building  has  been  com- 
pleted and  will  be  opened  soon. 

Warren. — The  new  $100,000  Memorial  Library  building  is  Avell 
under  way  and  will  probably  be  ready  for  use  by  summer. 

Wcllsboro. — Miss  Amelia  T.  Pickett,  of  Montrose,  has  charge  of  the 
new  Green  Free  Library.  The  board  has  rented  temporary  quarters 
and  the  library  is  in  process  of  being  organized.  Chester  Place,  Miss 
Robinson’s  home,  has  been  bought  and  is  being  remodeled 'to  fit  li- 
brary needs.  : t 

West  Chester. — A local  meeting  was  held  at  the  Normal  School  Li- 
brary February  16th.  The  principal  topic  was  school  libraries,  and 
Miss  Askew,  of  Trenton,  was  a visiting  speaker. 

The  Public  Library  is  building  an  addition  to  the  children’s  room. 

Williamsport.- — The  James  V.  Brown  Library  had  an  exhibit  at  the 
Welfare  Exhibition,  held  in  the  armory.  The  annual  art  exhibit 
opened  on  April  8th. 

York. — The  bequest  of  Mr.  Martin  of  $185,000  for  a public  library 
for  the  town  and  county  has  been  made  available  through  the  death  of 
his  wife.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is  for  a 
building  and  $60,000  for  support. 


BOOK  LISTS. 

Some  books  in  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  of  interest  to 
Catholic  readers  compiled  by  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  and 
published  by  the  Federation  of  Catholic  Societies. 

LIST  OF  STORIES. 

Stories  to  tell  to  children,  compiled  by  Edna  Whiteman.  Carnegie 
Library,  of  Pittsburgh,  1916,  25c. 
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READER’S  GUIDE. 

If  tlie  libraries  purchasing  the  last  five  year’s  accumulation  of  the 
Reader’s  Guide  and  having  no  further  use  for  the  annual  jiumbers, 
will  kindly  send  these  annual  numbers  to  the  Commission  office,  they 
will  be  sent  on  to  smaller  libraries  unable  to  subscribe  for  them. 


April  27, 
]\lay  3, 


May 

]\ray 

]\Iay 

May 

May 

:\la'y 


4, 

5, 
9. 

11, 

12, 

17, 


SCHEDULE  FOR  LOCAL  LIBRARY  MEETINGS. 

Indian  School,  Carlisle. 

Public  Library,  Blairsville. 

Carnegie  Library,  Carnegie. 

Public  Librar}^,  Sewiekley. 

Ihd)lic  Library,  Poxburg. 

Public  Library,  Port  Allegheny. 


Alfington  Library,  Jenkintown. 

Date  not  yet  fixed.  Public  Library,  Hazleton. 

Date  not  yet  fixed.  Public  Library,  Dimock. 

Any  one  within  reach  of  these  meetings,  whether  in  that  special  dis- 
trict or  not,  is  urged  to  attend. 


